
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, MONROVIA CA 

MINUTES OF THE VESTRY MEETING, OCTOBER 27, 2019 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 12:20 PM by the Rev. Neil Tadken, Rector. Present were: 

Greg Bonn, Senior Warden (2019); Steve Baker, Treasurer (2019); Sonja Shea, Junior Warden 

(2020) Linda Taubenreuther (2019); Lexi Bond (2021); Raquel McLaughlin (2020); Dave Tolemy 

(2021); Christine Pregent (2021); and Robert Parry (2020). Susan Goff, Clerk, was excused. 

2. The Opening Prayer was led by Raquel McLaughlin. 

3. Phil introduced the group to Elizabeth House, an organization his wife works with that aids 

single mothers and the homeless. He asked if St. Luke’s could let parishioners know about their 

Adopt a Family program for Christmas, and also noted that the organization is worth our  

support. Christine said the Care Team would be happy to organize our Adopt a Family 

participation. 

4. MSC – Christine that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved. Seconded and approved 

with abstention by Sonja, who was not present for the meeting. There was a discussion of how 

to process email votes by the Vestry. Sonja volunteered to assemble these votes and deliver to 

Susan for inclusion in the minutes 48 hours before the meeting. The group agree that non-

responses would be considered abstentions. 

5. Steve presented the Treasurer’s Report. MSC – Greg. 

6. Fr. Neil gave an update on the 2019 Stewardship Campaign. He noted that the Warden’s letter 

would go out next week, with the Ingathering to follow Sunday, November 10. Greg asked if the 

campaign banners could be moved from the entry to a position where they could be seen from 

the pews, possibly in front of the pillar where the weekly flowers are displayed. Fr. Neil and the 

group liked this idea. 

7. Fr. Neil said that Christmas season parking will be affected by the City use of the parking lot, and 

that City projects will take longer than planned. Neil would like to persuade them to do more 

small projects like cement in the meantime. He is going to check with the Chamber on the 

possibility of providing valet parking for holiday Sundays.  

Fr. Neil reported that the Children’s Room has been patched and painted, and Kathleen Harrison 

has generously offered to pay for the installation of both carpet and laminate flooring. Raquel 

suggested a tour of the room be offered during a coffee hour before Thanksgiving. Other items 

covered by Fr. Neil were bathroom upgrades, an AC repair call at the school, and the completion 

of a gate between the school and the apartment by ironworker Ralph Diaz. Other projects are 

being sought for Ralph. He noted that a work day was planned on Saturday, November 9. 

8. The group discussed the Vestry election timeline, noting that the search for candidates has been 

mentioned at every service and will also be incorporated into coffee hour. The committee meets 

December 1. 

9. Neil reminded members that the Mutual Ministry seminar was being held that Saturday, 9 to 3. 

10. Neil expressed frustration with the organ repair process and poor responsiveness by the two 

candidates for the job. He suggested a search committee be formed to take over this process 



and that the project be tabled until a third bid is secured. Steve was asked to head this 

committee. 

11. Neil reported that the church directory was in final edit, with delivery date to be announced. 

Ollie is working on producing name buttons. 

12. Robert suggested using Survey Monkey for Vestry email votes, and offered to look into this. 

Sonja gave a report on the 124th Annual Meeting of churches in the LA Diocese, which she 

attended at St. Mark’s. Neil noted that he has been appointed to the Diocesan Council. 

13. Fr. Neil announced that the Rev. Julie Bryant has been transferred and will be leaving the 

apartment, with rent payments ending December 1. There was a discussion of options for the 

unit going forward. 

14. Closing prayer was led by Robert. 

15. The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 PM. 

 


