
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, MONROVIA CA 

MINUTES OF THE VESTRY MEETING, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 11:55 PM by the Rev. Neil Tadken, Rector.  Present were: 

Greg Bonn, Senior Warden (2019);  Steve Baker, Treasurer (2019); Linda Taubenreuther, (2019); 

Lexi Bond (2021); Raquel McLaughlin, (2020); Dave Tolemy (2021); Susan Goff, Clerk.  Christine 

Pregent (2021); and Robert Parry (2020). Sonja Shea, Junior Warden (2020) excused. 

2. The Opening Prayer was led by David Tolemy. 

3. Fr. Neil noted that a parishioner had approached Raquel with concerns about the church getting 

involved in the homeless aid effort at the riverbed in Duarte. Christine and Raquel, who have 

both participated in these efforts, shared their thoughts on the experience and the situation. 

Discussion ensued on what community outreach avenues the church as a whole might explore, 

with Linda putting in a plug for Foothill Unity Center and its broad and varied local assistance 

programs. 

4. MSC –  Pregent that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved. Seconded and approved 

with abstentions by Parry and Bonn, who were not present for the meeting. 

5. Fr. Neil reported that AC schedules have been redone and lock codes added to the thermostats 

to mitigate energy costs. To a question on the Liability figure, Steve said he would check more 

closely with company.  MSC – Taubenreuther  that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as 

presented. 

6. Fr. Neil led a discussion of the 2019 Stewardship Campaign, “Shining Our Light.” He noted that 

we will always be at risk financially with only Verizon and the school as major sources of income. 

We need to launch a mission of developing focused revenue sources. Fr. Neil said the campaign 

would have a “soft opening” next Sunday, then skip the following Sunday for Blessing of the 

Animals. Speakers on the following five Sundays will be Maura Lemon, Sonja Shea, John (?), 

Brooke Shepherd and Steve Baker. A series of four letters will go out from Fr. Neil, the 

Stewardship Committee, the Wardens, and a final thank you from Fr. Neil. 

7. Fr. Neil reported that produce from our garden is being donated to Foothill Unity Center. A tree 

has been planted in honor of Deacon Ann. The Children’s Room renovation is underway. David 

noted a trip hazard in the carpeting and wondered if the floor should be done first. Fr. Neil 

reviewed cost estimates for each element. MSC – Baker to approve total expenditure not to 

exceed $20,000.  

8. The Audit Committee report was received by the Vestry. Steve noted that the combination of 

lines noted in 2/2 is already done. MSC – Pregent to acknowledge receipt. 

9. Fr. Neil reported that the organ restoration is waiting on input from Manuel Rosales. He has met 

with the lift company to get an estimate on equipment rental.  

10. Fr. Neil noted a Vestry Nominating Committee must be formed consisting of the Rector, the 

Warden, an outgoing Vestry member and two Parish members, one of whom is not looking to 

join the Vestry. Selected were Greg (Warden), Steve (outgoing), Phil Schultz, Kathy O’Shea, 

Kathleen Harrison, Dan Thomas and Trish Gresham. MSC – Parry to approve Committee lineup. 

The group discussed the need to educate people on what the Vestry does. Steve was assigned to 

do a talk on this topic. 



11. Greg said the Vestry will be invited to submit written questions on the Reserve Study to 

Matthew Swan. 

12. Fr. Neil noted that prior to its end goal of offering dementia day care in a renovated Swan Hall, 

Autumn Years School would like to start a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) training program at 

St. Luke’s.  

13. NOTE: Stewardship topic was duplicated here - it appears in #6 above. 

14.  Fr. Neil reported a final draft of the new church directory is ready. Trish is emailing it to all 

listees for final approval. Distribution will follow. The master is now on the computer, facilitating 

future changes. 

15. Fr. Neil reviewed needed expenditures to remove all non-code electrical ($85) and add two 

recessed lights in the women’s restroom ($289), two motion sensor light fixtures and a lighted 

exit sign at the door to the patio ($185), a light by the blower room door ($50), and exit and 

motion lights for the Children’s Room door in the Close. MSC – Raquel to approve total 

expenditure not exceeding $1,100. 

16. Fr. Neil thanked the Vestry for its time and work. 

17. Closing prayer was led by Linda. 

18. The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM. 

 


